MARTUWARRA
FITZROY RIVER COUNCIL MADJULLA INC.

BUILDING INDIGENOUS CAPACITY IN CULTURE,
TOURISM AND CONSERVATION ECONOMIES

“MABOO LIYAN BOC
‘GOOD SPIRIT COUNTRY’

MAPPING CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES
YURMULUN TO BALGINJIRR
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This ‘Building Indigenous Capacity in Culture, Tourism and
Conservation Economies’ project is supported by funding
from the Western Australian Government’s State Natural

Resource Management Program.



The Martuwarra Fitzroy River is Western Australia’s largest River and largest listed Aboriginal
cultural heritage site. It has been cared for by First Law and Indigenous land management
practices for millennia. Over the last 150 years, it has experienced multi-scalar damage from
agriculture, mining and invasive species. Interventive measures are now required to improve
the health of the River and the communities that live along it's banks.

In November 2021, a consortium of researcher; Dr Martin Brueckner (Murdoch University),
Dr Sven Ouzman (University of Western Australia), Dr Tod Jones (Curtin University of
Technology), and Dr Naomi Godden (Edith Cowan University), in partnership with Prof. Anne
Poelina, Managing Director (Madjulla Inc.) Chair of the Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council
and Professor and Co-Chair Indigenous Studies, University of Notre Dame secured external
funding for this ‘Murdoch Science Team’ to travel to the Kimberley. The November workshop
created the opportunity for the researchers to hear first-hand from community members
about cultural, environmental, and spiritual values along the Martuwarra Fitzroy River.



Fishing and hunting.
Fishing, hunting, cooking and sharing food were
listed as important for daily sustenance. Connec-
tion to important places along with the River
Country for health and wellbeing; transferring
cultural knowledge, practices, and ceremony.
These special places hold and create memories
across generations. They are places of education,
watching, learning, experincing, and healing. This
connection to and with Country continues the
deep relationship between Nyikina people and
their sacred ancestral being, Yoongoorrockeo,
Martuwarra Fitzroy River. Fishing and hunting
extend 32 kilometers along Martuwarra and
extends across the flood plains for up to 50 km on
either side of of the Riparian Zone.
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Bush Medicine

Bush medicine is used every day in Panda-
nus Park (Yurmulun). It treats everyone,
from babies to the elderly. Some bush
medicines are along Martuwarra and
others, like sap from the bloodwoods, are
in other places. Biomedical knowledge is
Indigenous Cultural Intellectual Property
that is held by the community.

The Old Road

Mervyn identified the importance of the Old Road. The Old Road is why
Pandanus Park (Yurmulun) Community is located whete it is. There are.
roads in this community that were hand made by Aboriginal people
working on the stations for defivery of goods and produce in the early
days of Pandanus Park when donkeys pulled carts. The donkeys have
remained too and will still spproach people when met along Martuwarra.
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Oongalkada Udialla

Balginjirr/Palkinjirr|

Balginijirr is named after a major sacred site and
songline and s also known as Lower Liveringa
Outcamp. Balginjirr has a registered water reserve
known as Koolamana as the shape of the billabong is
the shape of a Koolamon, a traditional carrying dish.
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Some places are remembered because of
hurt and suffering. Udialla is a ration depot

where Nyikina people were taken as part of
the process of removing them from their
Country and placing them in slavery on
pastoral stations. It is an important settler
colonial place that reminds everyone of the
historical injustices that occurred in the

Kimberley and across Australia.

MAPPING CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES

Ths map identifies sacred sites between the two communities. It was developed to showcase
how these values can be threatened by unjust development. It identifies the need for good two-
way science: Aboriginal and Western science coming together to consider new, non-extractive
economies which sustain Aboriginal peoples’ lifeways and livelihoods. A report was provided to
the community after the November 2021 workshop.

Nyikina Nation

Nyikina family estates or roams have existed along the
full length of the Martuwarra. These family groups were
responsible for managing and protecting Country.
Many were removed from their special places with the
introduction of colonial settlement. Many were enslaved
into the Pastoral Industry, elders who were slaves
confirmed they were forcibly removed and resettled
into nearby Kimberley towns when wages were intro-
duced. With the introduction of the Homeland Movent
in 1980's Nyikina families return to Country. Yumulun,
also known as Pandanus Park and Balginjirr, Lower
Liveringa are located along the original cobblestone
highway which connected the pastoral stations along
the Fitzroy River Country. These two communities are
working together to broker new opportunities for
workforce development, innovation and enterprise.

Liveringa Pool Diamond Mine

Tenement

This is the diamond mine tenement discussed in the
workshop. This tenement is over 20 kilometres long
and approximately five kilometres across at its
widest point. Diamond mining has the potential for
acid mine drainage and contaminant leaching that
would have severe impacts on the hunting and
fishing sites of the Pandanus Park (Yurmulun) Com-
munity. There is also likely to be impacts through
land clearing, air pollution, noise, and increased
traffic. While the tenement directly overlaps with six
sites the government knows about (and many more
it does not), the effects will flow downstream along
the catchment. Odessa (November 2021) is the
company who registered the tenement. Itis
currently in an expedited native title process for
gaining approval.

Other Affected Paces
There are six sites that overlap the diamond mine
tenement. This includes the following registered
heritage sites: a birthing ceremonial tree, Yikapu,
Wiminna, Parrurtan, and Mapurrkurrnyutarn. Itis
likely to affect Parlkanjirl Balginjirr Ridge, an import-
d place that is lodged for registration.
community is likely to be most affected
due to its proximity. This kind of development
reduces the chances of just and cultural develop-
ment due to the presence of large scale industry
and the risks of pollution.




BUILDING CAPACITY

In August 2022 the Murdoch Science Team secured additional resources to conduct a 3 day
workshop at Yurmulun (Pandanus Park) Community in partnership with lan Perdrisat from
Madjulla Inc. lan acknowledged the WA state government investment through the State Natural
Resource Management (NRM) Program funding from the ‘Boab Science Project’ has strength-

ened the Community Research Practioners’ confidence and competence through learning and
sharing. They have expanded their capacity to co-design this 3 day work in partnership with the
Murdoch Science Team.




REGENERATIVE PATHWAYS

Senior native title holders on the Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council (MFRC) have identified the
need for regenerative development pathways for Martuwarra communities. They have directed
the research team to co-design a pilot initiative with Yurmulun Pandanus Park that can be repli-
cated along the length of the River and its catchment. This process is documented in the ‘Indig-
enous consultation and engagement’ section.

The Murdoch Science Team, in partnership with Yurmulun Community, are proposing a co-de-
signed programme of mapping ‘Country is Changing’ stories and riparian zone management
though mechanical removal and burning along a 23 kilometre stretch of river upstream of
Yurmulun Community. Using a collaborative process, the Yurmulun Community identified the

concept Maboo Liyan Booroo, ‘Good Spirit Country’. The Murdoch Science Team will develop,
document and communicate a replicable model for regenerative riparian socio-economic man-
agement for Aboriginal research users along the Martuwarra.

The Murdoch Science Team will present the Research Plan to the Yurmulun and Balginjirr com-
munities to secure education, research, and training investment to support the applied research
work of the Yurmulun Martuwarra Fitzroy River Keepers.




These ‘Community Research Practioners’ have led the co-design of the evaluation of the Build-
ing Indigenous Capacity in Culture, Tourism and Conservation Economies Project. We look
forward to sharing this evaluation, including a short film about the project and where to next. The
State NRM Program investment has created the opportunity for the Community Research Prac-
tioners to establish a diverse workforce, with further education, training, and research. Watch
this space and follow the development and investment in to the Yurmulun Martuwarra Fitzroy
River Keepers.

For further information please contact:
lan Perdrisat

Director of Operations, Madjulla Inc
E: ian.perdrisat@uon.edu.au

Prof. Anne Poelina
Chair, Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council
E: chair@martuwarrafitzroyriver.org




